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Most of us have seen an account of the Passion of
Christ, whether on screen in "The Passion of the Christ" by
Mel Gibson or at a Living Stations event or the old
"Veronica's Veil" play in Pittsburgh. They are dramatic
reenactments of the passion, death and resurrection of
Jesus, and are moving and powerful.

Each year the Church celebrates the "Triduum", the
three sacred days that saw the passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus nearly 2,000 years ago. But our
liturgical celebrations from the evening of Holy Thursday
through Easter Sunday are more than just a reenactment or
a retelling of the story, they are a living liturgy of prayer
that immerses us into the reality that those events made
possible for us. I would like to explain what this journey is
all about.

The Paschal Triduum (the "Three Days") celebrates
the heart of our faith and is at the centrality of our church
year. One long celebration and feast, it goes from the
Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper, through Good Friday,
reaching its high point in the Easter Vigil and closing hi the
evening of Easter day. Forty days of Lent has prepared us
for this feast and it will continue for another fifty days
during the Easter Season, with the Vigil being the high point
of our celebration.

The Paschal Triduum liturgy begins in the evening of
Holy Thursday at 7:00 pm with the Mass of the Lord's
Supper, when we celebrate in simplicity the Eucharist,
gathered around the table as family and celebrating the
priesthood that Jesus shares with all of us as well as the
ministerial priesthood. The message of the Good News is
shown in the Mandatum, the washing, the service shown to
others. The Eucharist is celebrated and received with joy,



but our liturgy does not end in the usual way. Instead of a
blesising and dismissal, there is a procession of the
Eucharist to a place of reservation and quiet prayer apart
from the sanctuary. The liturgy pauses ...

... and the liturgy continues at 1:30 pm on Good Friday
with the Passion of our Lord. It is a liturgy consisting of
three parts: the Liturgy of the Word, the Veneration of the
Cross, and the reception of Holy Communion. There are
no introductory rites, but an entrance in silence and a
pondering of God's Word. The Cross is brought forth and
venerated by all, and then we are fed with the Eucharist
reserved from last evening, before being sent forth, again
without blessing or dismissal, but in anticipation of the
Vigil tomorrow...
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... and on Holy Saturday the day is quiet until the Vigil

which begins at 8:30 pm (after dark). This great liturgy
sees the blessing of the new fire, the lighting of the Easter
Candle from which the light is shared with all of us, the
singing of the Easter Proclamation (the Exultet) and then
the Liturgy of the Word. All of Salvation history is seen in
the telling of the story through a series of nine readings -
from creation to the story of the empty tomb. We recall
the importance of Baptism for our New7 Life by renewing
our Baptismal Promises and being blessed with Easter
water. We will receive into the Church and Confirm Jared
Orth who has been preparing for this moment. And then
we will celebrate the Eucharist again in the light of the
Resurrection. On Easter morning we will sing Alleluia and
celebrate this New Life again at 8:30 & 11:00 am. ,

Interspersed we will spend quiet time with the Lord following
the Holy Thursday Mass ...we will journey to two parishes for
visitation (St. Barbara & Mother of Sorrows) before returning to
SEAS. Friday is a day of FAST and ABSTINENCE for Catholics,
and will also see TENEBRAE in the evening at 8:30. Saturday will
see the Blessing of the First Foods of Easter at Noon in church.
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JOIN US! ENTER INTO THIS SACRED TIME! LIVE LIFE!


