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LENTEN CHARITY

In the Diocese ofGreensburg the beginning of LENT marks the
beginning of the annual Stewardship Campaign called the Diocesan
Lenten Appeal (DLA). This annual campaign is designed to bring an
awareness of the needs of the local diocesan and parish church and to
solicit a sacrificial response of prayer and financial assistance to help
meet those needs. It is a good and necessary campaign, and we urge your
wholehearted response this year.

In the Diocese ofGreensburg as well as in the whole Church, the
beginning of LENT marks the annual Spiritual Campaign called the
LENTEN JOURNEY- going from Ash Wednesday through Holy
Thursday and leading to the Easter Triduum. This annual campaign is
designed to bring an awareness of our spiritual needs and a keen
awareness of the needs of others. As the Collect Pray erf or Ash
Wednesday states: "Grant, O Lord, that we may begin with holy fasting
this campaign of Christian service, so that, as we take up battle against
spiritual evils, we are armed with weapons of self-restraint."

Lent is about "giving up" things for the good our spiritual lives, for
sacrifice and restraint are good and necessary. But Lent is more
importantly about "doing things" for others, of counting our blessings and
sharing our blessings with those in need. Lent is about charity and
almsgiving, of outreach and kindness, of sharing and compassion. It is
more than the "Rice Bowl Appeal" or "Lenten Folders" or "Fish Dinners".
Lent is about developing a culture of outreach and generosity, of
awareness of and outreach to those in need.

In many ways our parish is well known and to be commended for
our charitible efforts, and I take great delight in that fact. But the needs
are greater than our response, and our need to reach out and touch, to
empty ourselves for the sake of another, are what is most important. Let
this LENT be for you a campaign of love (charity) and that, as our Ash
Wednesday prayer says: "...that through works of penance and charity,
we may turn away from harmful pleasures and, cleansed from our sins,
may become worthy to celebrate devotedly the Passion of your Son
[Jesus]."


