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“The Twelve Days of Christmas” 
 I realize that Christmas is now over, and that the December CURIOUS 
CATHOLIC CORNER is late, but we just got too busy in Advent to go to 
print.  But I thought that I would share something that I found regarding a 
fun Christmas carol that many of us know – “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas”.   At our Christian Mothers Party we had a lot of fun with this 
song, under the leadership of Diana Mikash. 

 
 The “Twelve Days of Christmas” refers to the days from December 
25th – the birth of Christ to the Feast of the Epiphany – the proclamation of 
that birth to the world.  It is the Christmas season. 
   I read an article recently of how the Jesuits in England in the 1600’s 
used this song as a teaching tool for the faith.  The numbers all have 
meaning, and remind us of greater realities and truths as we contemplate 
them. 
 
 My “true love” refers to God … and the “me” is the individual 
Christian person. 
 The “partridge” is the main thing – Jesus himself … and the “pear 
tree” is the tree of his cross. 
 The “two turtle doves” remind us of the two natures of Christ – 
human and divine. 
 The “three French hens” remind us of the trinity or the gifts of the 
magi. 
 The “four calling birds” are the four evangelists and gospels. 
 The “five golden rings” are the Torah of the Old Testament. 
 The “six geese a laying” remind us of the six days of creation. 
 The “seven swans a swimming” are the seven sacraments. 
 The “eight Maids a milking” are the eight beatitudes. 
 The “nine drummers drumming” are the nine choirs of angels. 
 The “ten ladies dancing” are the ten commandments. 
 The “eleven pipers piping” are the eleven apostles who remained 
faithful to Christ. 
 The “Twelve lords a leaping” refer to the twelve basic truths outlined 
in the Creed. 
 
 With some of this it is a stretch, but it is a great song and a wonderful 
chance to remind ourselves of all that we have received from Christ.   

A belated Merry Christmas to all! 

 


