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 At our recent Parish Retreat in March, a hot button topic was 
Purgatory.  When the team stated that there is no physical place 
called purgatory, some were very upset.  If nothing else, it got us 
thinking and discussing.  So, what does the Church teach 
regarding Purgatory? 
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church refers to Purgatory as 
a process, not a place.  The Catechism number 1031 says, “The 
Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the 
elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the 
damned.”  All the souls that go through this process, Purgatory, 
are destined for heaven.  Our eternal destiny, determined at the 
moment of death, is either heaven or hell.  Purgatory is not a 
“second chance”, but rather a preparation to enter into the 
fullness of the beatific vision, seeing God clearly in all of his glory 
– which is what heaven provides.  Purgatory is not specifically 
found in the Scriptures, but references us to the process, the 
refining purification that cleanses us so that we may enter into 
union with the all holy God. 
 How can we describe Purgatory?  I read this recently … A 
family celebrated a great feast with a dinner.  They took out the 
finest china, their most prized possession, from the hutch.  After a 
long and delicious meal, their fine china was filled with gunk.  
Rather than placing it back into the hutch that way for all to see, 
they first placed it into the sink and lovingly washed off all of the 
residue before placing it in the finest place they knew for all to 
admire.  It says in the Scripture that nothing unclean enters 
heaven.  Think of Purgatory as the sink, where God lovingly 
washes us clean, so that we may take our place with all of those 
who have gone before us in faith.  Our prayers for those being 
made clean show our love and support.  I hope this helps.   
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